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Dear Practitioner 

 
 

Increased fees and other guideline changes  
 
A number of changes to fees and guidelines take effect from 1 July 2021 

Indexation of Fees 

Tasmania Legal Aid has again increased the hourly rate paid to legal practitioners.   

The 2% increase applies from 1 July 2021 to fees across all areas, including the criminal, 
family and civil law programs. This builds on the 2% increase introduced on 1 July 2020. 

Practitioners play an important role in delivering services to vulnerable Tasmanians with 
around $5.7M paid in 2020-21, up from $5.1M in the previous year. 

The increase passes on the indexation received by TLA from the Commonwealth and 
State Governments and maintains the value of fees.   

The new rate applies to all new grants of aid and extensions made from 1 July 2021. All 
grants of aid prior to this attract the fees at the time of grant approval, even where the 
work is performed after 1 July 2021.  

The Elodge system automatically applies the hourly rate relevant to the grant of aid, so 
you will not need to do anything extra when submitting claims. 

The Elodge system automatically applies the hourly rate relevant to the grant of aid, so 
you will not need to do anything extra when submitting claims. 

The new fee rates, which will be added to the Legal Aid Guidelines, Guideline 9 - Scale 
of fees for practitioners are: 

Hourly rate 
 
Counsel   $166.46 
Solicitor   $145.66 
Travelling time   $145.66 
  
And mileage for car expenses will be paid at the rate of 41.62 Cents per kilometre 
 

 
H O B A R T  

158 Liverpool St Hobart 7000 

GPO Box 1422 Hobart 7001 

T 03 6236 3800 

F 03 6236 3811 

DX 123 

 

L A U N C E S T O N  

64 Cameron St Launceston 7250 

PO Box 810 Launceston 7250 

T 03 6328 4000 

F 03 6328 4040 

DX 70126 

 

B U R N I E  

50 Alexander St Burnie 7320 

PO Box 550 Burnie 7320 

T 03 6432 5000 

F 03 6432 5055 

DX 70209 

 

D E V O N P O R T  

8 Griffith St Devonport 7310 

PO Box 87 Devonport 7310 

T 03 6423 8444 

F 03 6423 8488 

DX 70354 

 

 

http://www.legalaid.tas.gov.au/
https://www.legalaid.tas.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Guidelines-20-NLAP-2020-2025-new.pdf
https://www.legalaid.tas.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Guidelines-20-NLAP-2020-2025-new.pdf
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Indictable matters in the Magistrates Court 

The Justice Miscellaneous (Court Backlog and Related Matters) Act (the Act) 

commences on 1 July 2021.  

 

The Act introduces a number of summary ‘mirror offences’ of existing indictable offences 

and increases the jurisdiction of the Magistrates’ Court. This will enable more cases to be 

heard in the Magistrates’ Court.  

 

The other significant change concerns preliminary proceedings.  In essence the Act will 

see indictable cases remain in the Magistrates’ Court until there is an election for a 

preliminary proceeding or committal to the Supreme Court.  

 

TLA has introduced a stage of matter structure for indictable matters in the Magistrates’ 

Court. The one grant of aid will take most cases from first remand through to committal to 

the Supreme Court or the completion of the case as a summary plea of guilty.  

 

The grant of aid has a number of stages: 

a) Magistrates Court Indictable Listings 

Four (4) hours -   

This is for brief analysis, attendances on the client, requests for disclosure, 

attendances on the prosecution, and all court appearances and other necessary 

work up until the accused is referred to the Preliminary Proceedings List (PPA 

List) or committed to the Supreme Court 

b) PPA List fee 

Up to six (6) hours made up of two components: 

i) Four (4) hours for drafting and filing the PPA, negotiation with the DPP, all 

court attendances and conducting the preliminary proceeding 

ii) An additional two (2) hours where the case is resolved summarily and all 

related charges are dealt with.  

 

If the matter resolves into a plea to be heard in the Supreme Court an extension would 

be sought for this. An extension of aid would still be available where the actual 

preliminary hearing takes more than four hours. Additionally, where the Intermediaries 

Scheme applies to the preliminary proceedings the practitioner can seek an extension for 

this purpose.  

 

Extensions of aid will not be granted for additional mentions or appearances which will 

be subsumed by the grants outlined above.  

 
This new approach supports practitioners to engage with the prosecution to ensure the 
timely progression of cases. It also avoids practitioners having to make multiple requests 
for extensions of assistance.  Consistent with existing guidelines, practitioners will be 
asked to provide a report as to the outcome when submitting their invoice. 
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TLA will monitor the operation of the new system and welcome feedback from 
practitioners. 
 
Redress Scheme 

The National Redress Scheme (NRS) was established in 2018 following the Royal 
Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse.  

The purpose of the NRS is to recognise and alleviate the impact of past institutional child 
sexual abuse. Survivors may be awarded up to $150,000, which is recognition of the 
traumatic abuse rather than compensation.  
 
The Guidelines have been amended to allow payments made under the Redress 
Scheme to be disregarded in the calculation of the applicant’s income or assets when 
applying for a grant of aid. This recognises the impact of past sexual abuse and is 
consistent with the approach of other agencies.  
 
Practitioners are asked to indicate where a clients funds come from the Redress 
Scheme.  
 
I again thank you for your efforts in facilitating access to justice for vulnerable and 
marginalised Tasmanians.  
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
VINCENZO CALTABIANO 
DIRECTOR 
TASMANIA LEGAL AID 
 
29 June 2021 


