
 

 

 
 
 
 

Ceremonial Sitting to farewell Magistrate Glenn Hay 
Magistrates Court of Tasmania at Hobart 

Friday, 30 July 2021 at 3.30pm 

 

 

1. May it please the court 

 

2. I acknowledge the muwinina people the traditional 

custodians of lutruwita, the land on which we meet today. I 

pay my respects to their elders past and present.  

 
3. Attorney, Chief Magistrate Geason, current and former 

members of the Magistracy, distinguished guests, 

colleagues, friends and family, it is my great pleasure and 

privilege to appear today on behalf of the Law Society of 

Tasmania to farewell and celebrate the career of 

Magistrate Glenn Hay. 

 
4. The Law Society of this Island State represents around 

720 members, many of whom have and one point in their 

career crossed your honors path.  

 
5. And by that, I should clarify, not as defendants (well not 

that I’ve heard) but rather as officers of the Court assisting 

in the administration of justice or before their admission, 

when you were the coordinator and lecturer in Family Law 
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with the Tasmanian Centre for Legal Studies Practical 

Legal Training Program. 

 
6. Today marks 13 years and 11 months since your 

appointment to this Court. It is also by my count your 45th 

year as a legal practitioner.  

 

7. Of course, prior to your appointment as a permanent 

Magistrate, you were a temporary Magistrate (from July to 

December of 2005) and before then a Registrar of the 

Family Court of Australia from May 1999 to November 

2000. 

 
8. During your time with the Family Court, you exercised the 

delegated powers of a judicial officer in the busy 

Melbourne Registry and across this State.  

 
9. In the intervening years you were a barrister at Malthouse 

Chambers, a Director of the Centre for Legal Studies for 6 

years and a sitting member of the Law Society’s 

Disciplinary Tribunal, as well as the Tasmania Anti-

Discrimination Tribunal, where you were a member for 5 

years.  

 
10. Quite clearly you brought to this Court a wealth of legal 

experience, with a particular diversity ideally suited to 

varied and important work of this busy Court.  
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11. Perhaps because of your roots in family law, your honour 

adapted really well to the problem-solving and therapeutic 

approaches of the Diversion List and the Drug Court.  

 
12. Speaking of the innovative drug Court, former Chief 

Magistrate Michael Hill was telling me this week of his 

work with Drug Court support groups and remarked how 

those involved in those groups and the diversionary Court 

processes held you in the highest of regard.  

 
13. Your Honour it can be safely said, and indeed many have 

observed, especially on the realisation that this would your 

final year with the Court, that you were a popular 

Magistrate.  

 
14. You are popular not only from the perspective of the 

lawyers and prosecutors appearing before you, but too 

from the point of view of litigants that appeared before you, 

a great many of whom were self-represented.  

 
15. As practitioners coming to this Court, we spend a great 

deal of time in the waiting area just outside this Court. 

There’s always an atmosphere out there. Often 

punctuated by interesting banter. Something that always 

catches the ear of practitioners, is the opinion litigants 

about the Magistrate to whom they will appear before.  

 
16. In the case of your Honour, it was common to hear from a 

criminal defendant facing the prospect of a period of 
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incarceration or a parent in a child protection case that 

they were glad it was you they were appearing before.  

 

17. Of course, that assessment of you is hardly surprising.  

 

18. Your Honour has always treated practitioners and litigants 

in person with great courtesy, even when, maybe at times, 

it was not necessarily deserved.   

 
19. Your Honour brought to the bench a good sense of humor;  

a well-recognized courteous disposition but more 

importantly a particular presence and patience and depth 

of humanity that had an effect on those appearing before 

you.  

 
20. You were encouraging to early career lawyers appearing 

before you, giving them the confidence to continue in, at 

times, difficult work and you left self-represented litigants 

knowing their views and what was important to them had 

been heard and clearly understood.  

 
21. Your Honour is another fine example of our great 

Tasmanian Profession.  

 
22. The profession commends you for the manner in which 

you have discharged your duties.  

 
23. The difference Your Honour has made in the lives of 

people cannot be understated.  
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24. You will be sorely missed and collectively as a profession 

we hope Your Honour will not become a stranger. 

 

25. On behalf of the Law Society of Tasmania and its 

members, we wish Your Honour a long, happy and 

fulfilling life beyond the bench.  

 

26. May it please the Court. 

 


